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ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

40  CFR  Part  600 
f  FRL  1299-4;  Docket  No.  A79-44] 

Fuel  Economy  Labeling  Requirements 
for  1980  Model  Year  Automobiles:  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  Statement 

agency:  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA). 
action:  Final  rule. 

Summary:  For  the  1980  model  year  EPA 
is  promulgating  amendments  to  its 
automobile  fuel  economy  labeling 
regulations  to  require  that  a  ‘‘Gas 
Guzzler  Tax”  statement  be  included  on 
vehicle  fuel  economy  labels.  This 
statement  will  show  the  tax  that  is  to  be 
assessed  against  the  manufacturers  of 
vehicles  that  fall  below  levels  of 
combined  city/highway  fuel  economy 
specified  in  the  Energy  Tax  Act  of  1978. 
Elsewhere  is  this  issue  of  the  Federal 
Register,  EPA  is  proposing  these 
amendments  for  1981  and  later  model 
years. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  This  regulation 
becomes  effective  November  5. 1979. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Paul  A.  f.  Wilson,  Office  of  Mobile 
Source  Air  Pollution  Control  (ANR-455), 
U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency, 
401  M  Street  SW.,  Washington.  D.C. 
20460.  Telephone:  202/755-0596. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Background 

Beginning  with  1974  model  year 
vehicles  and  extending  through  vehicles 
produced  until  March  1976.  EPA  and  the 
Federal  Energy  Administration  (now  the 
Department  of  Energy)  had  in  effect  a 
voluntary  program  through  which 
automobile  manufacturers  could  label 
their  vehicles  with  fuel  economy 
information.  Title  III  of  the  Energy 
Policy  and  Conservation  Act  of  1975 
(EPCA)  amended  the  Motor  Vehicle 
information  and  Cost  Savings  Act 
(MVICSA)  and  then  made  the  fuel 
economy  labeling  program  mandatory 
as  of  March  1976.  Under  section  506  of 
the  MVICSA  (15  U.S.C.  2006).  each 
automobile  must  bear  a  label  indicating 
the  fuel  economy  of  that  model  type,  the 
estimated  annual  fuel  cost  associated 
with  its  operation,  and  the  range  of  fuel 
economy  of  comparably-sized 
automobiles.  This  permits  a  shopper  to 
compare  the  fuel  economy  of  one 
vehicle  against  the  range  of  mileages 
possible  from  other  vehicles  in  the  same 
class  (e.g.,  mid-sized  cars).  The  fuel 
economy  value  printed  on  the  vehicle 


label  is  rounded  to  the  nearest  whole 
mile  per  gallon. 

The  EPCA  also  provided  that,  as  of 
the  1978  model  year,  manufacturers 
would  have  to  meet  corporate  average 
fuel  economy  (CAFE)  standards.  This 
means  that  the  average  fuel  economy  of 
a  manufacturer’s  total  passenger  car 
fleet  must  meet  a  target  fuel  economy 
value,  which  increases  in  stringency 
with  each  new  model  year  until  1985.  If 
the  manufacturer  fails  to  meet  the  CAFE 
standard,  it  is  subject  to  a  significant 
penalty  for  each  vehicle  produced 
during  that  model  year.  As  required  by 
law.  EPA  calculates  one  fuel  economy 
value  representing  urban  driving  and 
another  representing  highway  driving. 
The  results  of  these  two  tests  are 
weighted  at  55  percent  urban  and  45 
percent  highway  driving  and  are 
harmonically  averaged  to  determine  the 
vehicle’s  combined  fuel  economy  value 
which  is  used  for  CAFE  determinations. 
For  the  1976, 1977,  and  1978  model  years, 
EPA  required  that  the  combined  mileage 
figure  be  used  on  the  vehicle's  fuel 
economy  label  in  addition  to  the 
highway  and  urban  numbers.  However, 
the  Agency  found  that  the  fuel  economy 
value  determined  on  the  urban  fuel 
economy  test  more  accurately 
represents  the  mileage  that  the  greatest 
number  of  American  drivers  could  be 
expected  to  achieve  in  normal  day-to- 
day  driving  and  was  most  useful  for 
comparison  shopping.  Therefore, 
starting  with  the  1979  model  year,  EPA 
has  required  that  fuel  economy  labels 
bear  only  the  results  of  the  urban 
mileage  test,  which  EPA  has  called  the 
“Estimated  MPG"  figure.  (This  term  is 
used  to  reemphasize  that  the  calculated 
EPA  fuel  economy  values  are  estimates, 
and  that  they  should  not  be  used  as  a 
prediction  or  guarantee  of  the  fuel 
economy  that  the  vehicle  will  actually 
achieve  in  use.) 

Gas  Guzzler  Tax 

Two  legislative  actions  taken  by  the 
95th  Congress  in  late  1978  require  that 
EPA  further  amend  its  regulations 
governing  vehicle  fuel  economy  labeling. 
These  two  laws  are  the  Energy  Tax  Act 
of  1978  and  the  National  Energy 
Conservation  Policy  Act  (NECPA).  Title 
II,  Part  I,  Section  201  of  the  Energy  Tax 
Act  of  1978  (92  Stat.  3174)  establishes  a 
schedule  of  taxes  to  be  levied  on  the 
manufacturer  of  each  automobile  which 
does  not  meet  certain  fuel  economy 
targets,  based  on  the  combined  fuel 
economy  value  as  calculated  by  EPA. 
This  is  called  the  “Gas  Guzzler  Tax" 
and  is  to  be  assessed  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  (in  accordance  with 
regulations  promulgated  by  the 


Department  of  the  Treasury)  at  the 
following  rates  for  the  1980  model  year: 

(1)  In  the  case  of  a  1980  model  year 
automobile: 

H  the  fuel  economy  of  the  model  type  m  which 


the  automobile  falls  is:  The  tax  is— 

At  least  15............... — ................... — .............  0 

At  least  14  but  less  than  15 ............................  $200 

At  least  13  but  less  than  14 _  $300 

Less  than  13 . . . ..............  $550 


There  are  several  types  or  classes  of 
vehicles  to  which  the  tax  does  not 
apply.  These  include  vehicles  defined  as 
non-passenger  automobiles  (light-duty 
trucks)  for  purposes  of  section  501  of  the 
MVICSA  (15  U.S.C.  2001)  by  regulations 
that  were  effective  on  the  date  of 
passage  of  the  Energy  Tax  Act  of  1978, 
ambulances  or  combination  ambulance/ 
hearses,  vehicles  sold  to  and  used  by 
Federal,  State,  or  local  government  for 
police  or  other  law  enforcement 
purposes,  and  vehicles  used  for  any 
other  emergency  purposes  as  defined  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Title  IV,  Part  I,  Section  403  of  the 
NECPA  amends  Section  506  of  the 
Motor  Vehicle  Information  and  Cost 
Savings  Act  to  require  that  any  vehicle 
which  is  subject  to  a  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
assessed  under  the  Energy  Tax  Act  of 
1978  must  bear  a  statement  of  that  tax 
on  the  vehicle's  fuel  economy  label.  EPA 
is  today  promulgating  a  regulation 
which  will  require  that  vehicle  fuel 
economy  lables  contain  a  Gas  Guzzler 
Tax  statement  for  the  1980  model  year, 
and  is  proposing  elsewhere  in  the 
Federal  Register  similar  regulations  for 
1981  and  later  model  years. 

There  are  several  issues  inherent  in 
putting  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  labeling 
requirements  into  effect.  These  include 
(1)  the  wording  of  the  tax  statement.  (2) 
the  possibility  for  confusion  introduced 
by  the  new  labeling  requirement,  (3) 
changes  in  a  particular  vehicle  model's 
tax  liability  during  the  model  year,  (4) 
the  degree  of  precision  to  which  model 
year  fuel  economy  values  are 
determined,  and  (5)  "specific  labeling" 
of  1980  model  year  vehicles.  Each  of 
these  issues  is  discussed  below. 
Complicating  the  resolution  of  these 
matters,  however,  is  the  extremely 
limited  amount  of  time  that  is  available 
before  the  start  of  full-scale  1980  model 
year  production  (several  manufacturers, 
in  fact,  are  already  producing  and/or 
selling  1980  model  year  cars).  The  “Job- 
one”  date  for  1980  production,  that  is, 
the  date  at  which  the  assembly  lines 
will  start  to  roll  for  1980.  is  around 
August  1, 1979.  As  a  result,  the  Agency 
has  found  it  to  be  in  the  public  interest 
to  publish  its  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  labeling 
rules  for  model  year  1980  without  prior 
notice  and  opportunity  for  public 
comment.  EPA  is  soliciting  comments  on 
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the  issues  raised  by  this  action  in  the 
proposed  regulations  for  1981  and  later 
model  years,  also  published  today. 

(1)  Wording  of  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
Statement:  Space  for  the  tax  statement 
is  limited  on  the  vehicle  label;  EPA 
estimates  that  a  total  of  3  lines 
(approximately  30  words)  are  available 
for  use,  and  it  should  be  possible  to 
accommodate  a  simple  statement,  such 
as  "Gas  Guzzler  Tax:  $XXX,"  with  no 
difficulty.  However,  there  is  information 
in  adition  to  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
asessment  that  should  be  conveyed  to 
the  consumer.  This  information  includes: 
(1)  If  a  driver  does  better  than  the 
calculated  fuel  economy  value  there  will 
be  no  tax  rebate;  (2)  If  a  driver's  in-use 
fuel  economy  is  lower  than  the 
calculated  value  there  will  be  no 
additional  tax  assessed;  and  (3)  The  tax 
is  based  on  the  results  of  standardized 
EPA  fuel  economy  tests,  not  on  actual 
on-the-road  driving  experience. 

There  are  alternatives  to  a  long 
statement  on  the  label  for 
communicating  the  necessary 
explanatory  information  to  new  car 
buyers.  One  possibility  might  be  to  add 
a  section  to  the  EPA/DOE  Gas  Mileage 
Guide.  However,  this  approach  would 
not  assure  that  new  car  buyers  would 
necessarily  have  the  explanatory 
material  provided  to  them.  That  is, 
although  copies  of  the  Gas  Mileage 
Guide  are  required  to  be  stocked  in  new 
oar  dealers  showrooms,  a  shopper  might 
not  have  picked  up  a  copy  of  the 
booklet,  or  might  not  have  retained  it 
when  questions  concerning  the  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  arose.  However,  by  adding 
reference  on  the  label  to  an  explanation 
in  the  GAS  Mileage  Guide,  more 
shoppers  might  pick  up  the  booklet  and 
use  it 

(2)  Confusion  Introduced  by  the  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  Labeling  Requirement. 
Vehicle  fuel  economy  labels  now  bear 
only  the  urban  (called  "Estimated 
MPG")  value,  and  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
is  asessed  on  the  basis  of  the  combined 
(urban/highway)  model  type  EPA  fuel 
economy  values.  The  Estimated  MPG 
value  on  the  label  should  never  exceed 
the  combined  value  upon  which  the  tax 
is  based.  Two  types  of  situations  could 
occur  based  on  the  different  numbers 
used  for  labeling  and  tax  purposes. 
Although  it  is  not  likely  that  the  majority 
of  car  buyers  will  be  aware  of  the 
details  of  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  schedule, 
i.e.,  the  specific  mileage  figures  at  which 
different  levels  of  tax  are  assessed,  the 
quantity  of  new  cars  sold  each  year, 
approximately  10  million,  makes  it 
reasonable  to  assume  that  there  will  be 
a  number  of  individuals  who  will  be 
cognizant  of  the  tax  levels.  If  those 


persons  see  a  car  against  which  no  tax 
is  assessed  but  which,  according  to  the 
label  value,  would  appear  to  be  subject 
to  the  tax,  questions  will  arise.  The 
situation  could  also  arise  in  which  one 
vehicle  could  have  the  same  Estimated 
MPG  label  value  as  another  vehicle,  one 
of  which  is  subject  to  the  tax  and  the 
other  of  which  is  not,  due  to  different 
highway  fuel  economy  values  resulting 
in  different  combined  values.  The  same 
manufacturer  might  not  have  two  such 
vehicles,  but  a  new-car  shopper  could 
encounter  this  situation  while  visiting 
dealers  of  different  manufacturers. 
Finally,  there  is  also  that  group  of  car 
buyers  who  purchase  a  car  against 
which  a  tax  is  assessed  and  who  find 
themselves  exceeding  the  fuel  economy 
posted  on  the  label  (not  knowing  that 
different  model  type  values  are  used  for 
labeling  and  tax  determination.  Some 
would  even  exceed  the  combined  value 
on  which  the  tax  is  actually  assessed.)  It 
would  not  be  unreasonable  for  such 
persons  to  feel  that  they  had  somehow 
been  unfairly  penalized  by  the 
assessment  of  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax.  The 
Agency  is  concerned  about  this  situation 
and  will  evaluate  the  public  reaction  to 
the  program  for  model  year  1980  to 
determine  if  some  means  of 
communicating  this  information  to  the 
car  shopper  is  needed. 

(3)  Changes  in  Vehicle  Tax  Liability: 
Under  existing  EPA  procedures, 
manufacturers  are  permitted  to  make 
changes  to  EPA-certified  vehicles  while 
they  are  still  in  production  during  a 
given  model  year.  Such  modifications 
are  called  "running  changes."  Some 
running  changes  have  no  effect  on  fuel 
economy.  Other  changes,  however, 
might  be  expected  to  have  an  effect  on 
the  vehicle’s  measured  fuel  economy 
and  either  increase  or  reduce  it.  IRS 
plans  to  base  the  tax  on  model  type 
values  calculated  early  in  the  model 
year  when  general  label  values  are 
determined.  Some  model  types  initially 
judged  to  be  subject  to  a  Gas  Guzzler 
Tax  might,  through  running  changes, 
exceed  the  point  at  which  the  tax  is 
assessed,  thereby  reducing  or 
eliminating  the  tax  levied  on  models  of 
the  changed  configuration.  Conversely, 
running  changes  could  also  adversely 
affect  the  measured  fuel  economy  of  a 
vehicle  and  cause  a  model  type  that  was 
not  originally  subject  to  the  tax  to  fall 
within  the  limits  at  which  a  tax  is 
asessed  or  to  increase  the  tax  already 
levied.  In  either  case,  the  labels  affixed 
to  the  vehicles  would  not  reflect  the 
change  in  status:  the  lables  of  the  former 
vehicles  might  incorrectly  state  the 
amount  of  tax  assessed  against  the 
vehicle,  and  the  labels  of  the  latter  might 


incorrectly  state  that  no  tax  at  all  was 
assessed,  even  though  both  statements 
would  have  been  correct  for  all  vehicles 
manufactured  until  the  time  that  the 
running  change  went  into  production. 

In  terms  of  conveying  inaccuarte 
information  to  the  pubHc,  EPA  believes 
that  this  is  a  potential  problem  that  must 
simply  be  accepted.  It  would  not  be 
practicable  for  the  Agency  to  require 
manufacturers  to  relabel  their  vehicles 
after  initial  approval  of  the  general  label 
if  the  fuel  economy  of  the  vehicle 
changes  sufficiently  to  cause  the  tax 
statement  to  change.  However,  EPA 
believes  that  the  number  of  vehicles  (if 
any)  in  which  running  changes  will  have 
any  effect  on  the  assessed  Gas  Guzzler 
Tax  will  be  very  smalL 

(4)  Degree  of  Precision  to  Which 
Model  Type  Values  ore  Determined:  For 
model  year  1980  the  Agency  will 
calculate  the  model  type  fuel  economy 
values  upon  which  the  gas  guzzler  tax 
will  be  assessed  to  the  nearest  one  tenth 
(0.1)  mile  per  gallon.  EPA  believes  this 
degree  of  specificity  is  necessary 
because  the  Energy  Tax  Act  of  1978 
expresses  the  mileage  points  for  tax 
assessments  as  "at  least"  X  "but  less 
than"  Y.  Thus,  if  vehicles  falling  within 
the  specified  tax  schedules  are  to  be 
most  accurately  identified,  calculation 
of  the  values  to  0.1  mpg  is  preferable  to 
a  lesser  degree  of  accuracy.  In 
accordance  with  existing  EPA 
regulations,  a  manufacturer  may  submit 
as  much  data  in  support  of  his  general 
label  fuel  eoonomy  calculation  as  he 
wishes  to  assure  the  largest  possible 
data  base  from  which  the  model  type 
tax  liability  will  be  determined.  Such 
data  could  help  to  offset  any  potential 
inaccuracy  inherent  in  a  model  type 
value  calculated  to  0.1  mpg  that  was 
based  on  only  one  data  point. 

(5)  Specific  Labeling  of  1960  Model 
Year  Vehicles:  EPA  will  not  issue 
specific  labels  for  1980  model  year 
automobiles  which  have,  at  the  time  the 
specific  label  is  calculated,  a  combined 
model  type  fuel  economy  value  that  is 
not  greater  than  15.0  mpg.  This  action 
should  help  assure  that  all  vehicles  in  a 
model  type  which  are  liable  for  a  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  assessment  are  identified 
and  labeled.  Specific  labels  are  issued 
without  the  full  body  of  data  used  for 
computation  of  a  model  type  fuel 
economy  value,  and  thus  the  combined 
fuel  economy  value  computed  at  the 
time  a  specific  label  is  requested  for  a 
particular  vehicle  configuration  might  be 
above  the  level  of  taxable  performance, 
but  when  testing  of  the  other  base  levels 
of  that  model  type  is  completed  and  the 
model  type  combined  value  is  computed, 
the  final  fuel  economy  value  might  be 
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below  the  initial  level  of  taxable 
performance,  thus  making  the  vehicle 
subject  to  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  labeling 
requirements. 

Under  Executive  Order  12044,  EPA  is 
required  to  judge  whether  a  regulation  is 
“significant,”  and  therefore  subject  to 
the  procedural  requirements  of  the 
Order,  or  whether  it  may  follow  other 
development  procedures.  EPA  labels 
these  other  regulations  “specialized.”  I 
have  reviewed  this  regulation  and 
determined  that  it  is  a  specialized 
regulation  not  subject  to  the  procedural 
requirements  of  Executive  Order  12044. 

By  issuing  the  following  regulation 
directly  as  a  final  rule,  EPA  is  foregoing 
the  prior  issuance  of  a  notice  of 
proposed  rulemaking  (NPRM)  and  the 
opportunity  for  public  comment  on  the 
proposal  provided  by  the  NPRM.  Such  a 
curtailed  procedure  is  permitted  by  5 
U.S.C.  553(b)  when  such  an  action 
would  be  in  the  public  interest  and  the 
opportunity  for  public  comment  prior  to 
issuance  of  the  final  rule  is 
impracticable.  Production  of  the  1980 
model  year  passenger  cars  will  begin  in 
the  immediate  future,  and  manufacturers 
affix  labels  on  vehicles  as  they  come  off 
the  assembly  line.  EPA  finds  good  cause 
to  dispense  with  notice  and  public 
comment  proceedings  in  this  case  in 
order  to  provide  immediate  guidance  to 
the  automobile  manufacturers 
concerning  the  labeling  requirements  for 
the  1980  model  year. 

Dated:  September  27, 1979. 

Douglas  M.  Costle, 

Administrator. 

1.  40  CFR  Part  600  is  amended  by 
adding  the  new  §  600.306-80  which 
reads  as  follows: 

§  630.306-80  Labeling  requirements. 

(a)  Prior  to  being  offered  for  sale,  each 
manufacturer  shall  affix  or  cause  to  be 
affixed  and  each  dealer  shall  maintain 
or  cause  to  be  maintained  on  each 
automobile: 

(1)  A  general  fuel  economy  label  as 
described  in  §  600.308,  or 

(2)  A  specific  label,  as  described  in 
§  600.309,  for  those  low  altitude 
automobiles  manufactured  or  imported 
before  the  date  that  occurs  15  days  after 
general  labels  are  approved  for  the 
manufacturer. 

(i)  If  the  manufacturer  elects  to  use  a 
specific  label  within  a  model  type  (as 
defined  in  §  600.002(a)(19)),  he  shall  also 
have  approved  specific  labels  affixed  on 
all  automobiles  within  this  model  type, 
except  on  those  automobiles 
manufactured  or  imported  before  the 
date  that  labels  are  required  to  bear 
range  values  as  required  by  paragraph 

(b)  of  this  section  or  determined  by  the 


Administrator,  or  as  permitted  under 
§  600.310. 

(ii)  If  a  manufacturer  elects  to  change 
from  general  to  specific  labels  or  vice 
versa  within  a  model  type,  the 
manufacturer  shall  within  five  calendar 
days,  initiate  or  discontinue  as 
applicable,  the  use  of  specific  labels  on 
all  vehicles  within  a  model  type  at  all 
facilities  where  labels  are  affixed. 

(3)  No  1980  model  year  specific  labels 
may  be  used  for  vehicles  which,  at  the 
time  that  the  specific  label  is  requested, 
have  specific  label  combined  fuel 
economy  values  of  less  than  15.0  mpg. 

(b)  The  manufacturer  shall  include  the 
current  range  of  fuel  economy  of 
comparable  automobiles  (as  described 
in  §  600.314)  in  the  label  of  each  vehicle 
manufactured  more  than  fifteen 
calendar  days  after  the  current  range  is 
made  available  by  the  Administrator. 

(1)  Automobiles  manufactured  before 
a  date  sixteen  or  more  calendar  days 
after  the  initial  label  range  is  made 
available  under  §  600.314(d)(1)  may  be 
labeled  without  a  range  of  fuel  economy 
of  comparable  automobiles.  In  plate  of 
the  range  of  fuel  economy  of  comparable 
automobiles,  the  label  must  contain  a 
statement  indicating  that,  as  of  the  date 
of  production  or  importation  of  this 
automobile,  no  range  of  fuel  economy  of 
comparable  automobiles  was  available. 

(2)  Automobiles  manufactured  more 
than  fifteen  calendar  days  after  the 
initial  or  updated  label  range  is  made 
available  under  §  600.314(d)  (1)  or  (2) 
will  be  labeled  with  the  current  range  of 
fuel  economy  of  comparable 
automobiles  as  approved  for  that 
general  or  specific  label. 

(c)  The  fuel  economy  label  must  be 
readily  visible  from  the  exterior  of  the 
automobile  and  remain  affixed  until  the 
time  the  automobile  is  delivered  to  the 
actual  custody  and  possession  of  the 
ultimate  consumer. 

(1)  The  fuel  economy  label  must  be 
located  on  the  windshield,  or  on  a  side 
window.  If  the  window  is  not  large 
enough  to  contain  both  the  Automobile 
Information  Disclosure  Act  label  and  the 
fuel  economy  label,  the  manufacturer 
shall  have  the  fuel  economy  label 
affixed  on  another  window  and  as  close 
as  possible  to  the  Automobile 
Information  Disclosure  Act  label. 

(2)  The  fuel  economy  label 
information  may  be  included  with  the 
Automobile  Information  Disclosure  Act 
label  if  the  prominence  and  legibility  of 
the  fuel  economy  label  is  maintained. 

For  this  purpose,  all  fuel  economy  label 
information  must  be  placed  on  a 
separate  section  of  the  label  and  may 
not  be  intermixed  with  the  Automobile 
Information  Disclosure  Act  label 
information. 


(3)  The  manufacturer  shall  have  the 
fuel  economy  label  affixed  in  a  manner 
so  that  appearance  and  legibility  are 
maintained  until  after  the  vehicle  is 
delivered  to  the  ultimate  consumer. 

2.  40  CFR  Part  600  is  amended  by 
adding  the  new  §  600.307-80  which 
reads  as  follows: 

§  600.307-80  Format  and  contents  of 
labels. 

(a)  Fuel  economy  labels  must  be 
rectangular  in  shape,  contain  the  EPA 
and  DOE  logos  and  the  title  “Fuel 
Economy  Rating.”  be  printed  in  a  color 
which  contrasts  with  the  paper  color 
and  in  a  type  size  that  is  easily  readable 
and  be  large  enough  to  allow  inclusion 
of  all  required  information. 

(b)  Fuel  economy  labels  must  contain 
the  following  information  in  the 
applicable  format  illustrated  in 
Appendix  VI  or  such  other  format  as 
may  be  approved  by  the  Administrator: 

(1)  The  word  “Model”  or  “Vehicle,”  as 
appropriate,  for  general  and  specific  fuel 
economy  labels,  respectively,  followed 
by  the  description  of  the  labeled  vehicle 
as  described  in  the  manner  and  degree 
of  detail  specified  in  §  600.308(a)  for 

§  600.309(a),  as  applicable. 

(2)  The  phrase  “ESTIMATED  MPG: 

For  Comparisons”  followed  by  the  fuel 
economy  estimate  specified  in 

§  600.308(b)  or  general  labels  or 
§  600.309(b)  for  specific  labels,  as 
applicable,  and  a  paragraph, 
circumscribed  by  a  rectangular  box, 
reading  as  follows:  "The  ESTIMATED 
mileage  for  this  model  (‘design’  for 
specific  labels),  ,  is  to  be  used 

to  COMPARE  cars  (trucks  or  vehicles) 
of  this  model  (design)  with  other  cars 
(trucks  or  vehicles).  Your  own  mileage 
may  be  poorer  depending  upon  options, 
driving  conditions,  your  driving  habits 
and  your  car's  (truck’s  or  vehicle's) 
operating  condition.” 

(3)  The  phrase  “OTHER  (vehicle  class 
as  determined  by  the  Administrator 
pursuant  to  §  600.315)  MODELS 

(  SPECIAL  VEHICLES’  for  Special 
purpose  vehicles):”  followed  by  a 
paragraph  circumscribed  by  a 
rectangular  box  reading  as  follows:  “The 
ESTIMATED  MPG  numbers  for  other 
similar  sized  cars  (trucks  or  vehicles) 
range  from  to  mpg  (as 

of  (date)).  By  comparison,  the 
ESTIMATED  MPG  of  this  model  (design) 
is  .'Use  these  numbers  to 

compare  different  models.  Consult  the 
Gas  Mileage  Guide  for  further 
information.” 

.  (i)  The  fuel  economy  range  required 
by  this  paragraph  is  calculated  and 
supplied  to  the  manufacturer  by  the 
Administrator  in  accordance  with 
§  600.311. 
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(ii)  If  no  fuel  economy  range  for  other 
models  has  been  supplied  to  the 
manufacturer  by  the  Administrator  at 
the  time  a  vehicle  is  to  be  labeled  or 
within  the  time  constraints  permitted  by 
§  600.306(b),  the  statement  required  by 
paragraph  (b)(3)  of  this  section  shall  be 
replaced  by  the  statement:  "A  range  of 
MPG  numbers  for  other  car  (truck  or 
vehicle)  models  of  similar  size  was  not 
available  when  this  car  (truck  or 
vehicle)  was  labeled.” 

(4)  The  phrase  “annual  fuel  cost:" 

followed  by  the  annual  fuel  cost  and  the 
phrase  "based  on  mpg, 

miles  per  year,  cents  (dollars)/ 

gallon." 

(i)  The  annual  fuel  cost,  average  miles 
driven  per  year,  and  cost  of  fuel  will  be 
calculated  and  supplied  by  the 
Administrator  in  accordance  with 

§  600.308(c)  for  general  labels  or 
§  600.309(c),  for  specific  labels,  as 
applicable. 

(ii)  The  mpg  used  in  determining 
annual  fuel  cost  is  that  given  in 
paragraph  (b)(2)  of  this  section. 

(5)  The  paragraph  "Ask  the  dealer  for 
the  FREE  1980  GAS  MILEAGE  GUIDE  to 
compare  the  Estimated  MPG  of  other 
cars  (trucks  or  vehicles).  It  will  tell  you 
how  to  use  these  numbers.” 

(6)  For  general  labels  for  passenger 

automobile  model  types  requiring  a  tax 
statement  under  §  600.513,  the  phrase 
“A  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  of  $  has 

been  imposed  on  this  vehicle.  The  tax  is 
administered  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service.  See  the  Gas  Mileage  Guide  for 
details.” 

(i)  The  tax  value  required  by  this 
paragraph  shall  be  that  indicated  in 
§  600.513  and  shall  be  based  on  the 
combined  fuel  economy  value  for  the 
model  type  calculated  in  accordance 
with  §  600.207  and  rounded  to  the 
nearest  0.1  mpg. 

(c)  The  fuel  economy  estimate 
required  by  paragraph  (b)(2)  of  this 
section  shall  be  highlighted  by  being  in 
type  no  less  than  four  times  the  size  of 
the  next  largest  print  on  the  label 
(excluding  the  title  and  logos)  or  by  such 
other  means  as  may  be  approved  by  the 
Administrator. 

3.  40  CFR  Part  600  is  amended  by 
adding  a  new  §  600.513-80  which  reads 
as  follows: 

§  600.5 1 3-80  Gas  Guzzler  Tax. 

(a)(1)  The  provisions  of  this  section  do 
not  apply  to  passenger  automobiles 
exempted  from  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
assessments  by  the  Energy  Tax  Act  of 
1978  and  regulations  promulgated 
thereunder  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service.  However,  the  manufacturer  of 
an  exempted  passenger  automobile  may, 
in  his  discretion,  label  such  vehicle  in 


accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
section. 

(2)  Vehicles  produced  by  a 
manufacturer  that  has  been  granted  an 
alternate  tax  rate  schedule  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be 
labeled  with  the  applicable  tax 
determined  under  any  such  alternate 
rate  schedule. 

(b)  Passenger  automobiles  with  a 
combined  general  label  model  type  fuel 
economy  of  less  than  15.0  mpg, 
calculated  in  accordance  with  §  600.207 
and  rounded  to  the  nearest  0.1  mpg, 
shall  carry  a  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
pursuant  to  Section  403  of  the  National 
Energy  Conservation  Policy  Act. 

(c)  For  1980  model  year  passenger 
automobile  model  types  with  a 
combined  general  label  model  type  fuel 
economy  value  of: 

(1)  At  least  15.0  mpg,  no  Gas  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  statement  is  required. 

(2)  At  least  14.0  mpg,  but  less  than  15.0 
mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  Statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $200. 

(3)  At  least  13.0  mpg,  but  less  than  14.0 
mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  Statement 
shall  show  a  Tax  of  $300. 

(4)  13.0  mpg  or  less,  the  Gas  Guzzler 
Tax  Statement  shall  show  a  tax  of  $550. 

(Title  V  of  the  Motor  Vehicle  Information  and 
Cost  Savings  Act,  15  U.S.C.  2001  et  seq.,  as 
amended  by  section  403  of  the  National 
Energy  Conservation  Policy  Act,  Pub.  L.  95- 
619,  92  Stat.  3256.) 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

40  CFR  Part  600 
[FRL-1299-5;  Docket  No.  A79-44J 

Fuel  Economy  Labeling  Requirements 
for  1981  and  Later  Model  Year 
Automobiles:  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
Statement 

agency:  Environmental  Protection 
Agency. 

action:  Proposed  rule. 

summary:  Automobiles  produced  during 
1980  and  later  model  years  must  be 
labeled  to  indicate  whether  the  vehicle 
is  subject  to  a  “Gas  Guzzler  Tax." 

The  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement  will 
indicate  the  amount  of  tax  that  is  to  be 
levied  against  the  manufacturers  of 
vehicles  that  fall  below  levels  of 
combined  city/highway  fuel  economy 
specified  in  the  Energy  Tax  Act  of  1978. 
For  the  1980  model  year,  EPA  is 
promulgating  amendments  to  its 
automobile  fuel  economy  regulations 
implementing  this  labeling  requirement. 
That  regulation  is  published  as  an 
interim-final  rulemaking  elsewhere  in 
today's  Federal  Register.  In  this  notice, 
EPA  is  proposing  similar  amendments  to 
the  labeling  regulations  for  1981  and 
subsequent  model  years  and  is 
providing  an  opportunity  for  public 
comment  on  those  amendments. 
date:  Public  comments  on  this  proposal 
must  be  submitted  to  the  EPA  on  or 
before  December  3, 1979. 

ADDRESS:  Written  comments  should  be 
submitted  to:  Central  Docket  Section 
(A-130)  Room  2903B  U.S.  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  Attention:  Docket  No. 
401  M  Street,  SW.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20460 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  this  proposed  rule,  and  other  material 
pertinent  to  this  action,  may  be 
inspected  at  the  EPA  Central  Docket 
Section  between  8  a.m.  and  4  p.m., 
Monday  through  Friday.  In  accordance 
with  Agency  regulations,  EPA  may 
charge  a  reasonable  fee  for  duplication 
services. 

In  submitting  comments,  however, 
note  that  it  is  the  Agency's  intention  to 
assure  all  interested  parties  an 
opportunity  to  study  all  information 
which  may  become  the  basis  for  EPA’s 
final  action  in  this  rulemaking. 
Accordingly,  the  Agency  will  not 
consider  in  this  rulemaking  any  material 
which  cannot  be  made  available  to  the 
public.  Parties  wising  to  submit 
comments  are  cautioned  that  EPA  will 
not  consider,  but  will  return  to  the 
commentor,  any  comments  that  are 
claimed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  be 
confidential. 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Mr.  Paul  Wilson,  Office  of  Mobile 
Source  Air  Pollution  Control  (ANR-455), 
U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency, 
401  M  Street,  SW.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20460,  Telephone:  202/755-0596. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Background: 

Beginning  with  1974  model  year 
vehicles  and  extending  through  vehicles 
produced  until  March  1976,  EPA  and  the 
Federal  Energy  Administration  (now  the 
Department  of  Energy)  had  in  effect  a 
voluntary  program  through  which 
automobile  manufacturers  could  label 
their  vehicles  with  fuel  economy 
information.  Title  III  of  the  Energy 
Policy  and  Conservation  Act  of  1975 
(EPCA)  amended  the  Motor  Vehicle 
Information  and  Cost  Savings  Act 
(MVICSA)  and  made  the  fuel  economy 
labeling  program  mandatory  as  of 
March  1976.  Under  section  506  of  the 
MVICSA  (15  U.S.C.  2006).  each 
automobile  must  bear  a  label  Indicating 
the  fuel  economy  of  that  model  type,  the 
estimated  annual  fuel  cost  associated 
with  its  operation,  and  the  range  of  fuel 
economy  of  comparably  sized 
automobiles.  This  permits  a  shopper  to 
compare  the  fuel  economy  of  one 
vehicle  against  the  range  of  mileages 
possible  from  other  vehicles  in  the  same 
class  (e.g.,  mid-sized  cars).  The  fuel 
economy  value  printed  on  the  vehicle 
label  is  rounded  by  the  ASTM  method  to 
the  nearest  whole  mile  per  gallon. 

The  EPCA  also  provided  that,  as  of 
the  1978  model  year,  manufacturers  of 
passenger  cars  would  have  to  meet 
corporate  average  fuel  economy  (CAFE) 
standards.  This  means  that  the  average 
fuel  economy  of  a  manufacturer’s  total 
passenger  car  fleet  must  meet  a  target 
fuel  economy  value,  which  increases  in 
stringency  with  each  new  model  year 
until  1985.  If  the  manufacturer  fails  to 
meet  the  CAFE  standard,  it  is  subject  to 
a  significant  penalty  for  each  vehicle 
produced  during  that  model  year.  As 
required  by  the  law,  EPA  calculates  one 
fuel  economy  value  representing  urban 
driving  and  another  representing 
highway  driving.  The  results  of  these 
two  tests  are  weighted  at  55  percent 
urban  and  45  percent  highway  driving 
and  are  harmonically  averaged  to 
determine  the  vehicle’s  combined  fuel 
economy  value  which  is  used  for  CAFE 
determinations. 

For  the  1976, 1977,  and  1978  model 
year,  EPA  required  that  the  combined 
mileage  figure  be  used  on  the  vehicle’s 
fuel  economy  label  in  addition  to  the 
highway  and  urban  numbers.  However, 
the  Agency  found  that  the  fuel  economy 
value  calculated  on  the  urban  fuel 


economy  test  more  accurately 
represents  the  mileage  that  the  greatest 
number  of  American  drivers  could  be 
expected  to  achieve  in  normal  day-to- 
day  driving  and  was  most  useful  for 
comparison  shopping.  Therefore, 
starting  with  the  1979  model  year,  EPA 
has  required  that  fuel  economy  labels 
bear  only  the  results  of  the  urban 
mileage  test,  which  EPA  has  called  the 
“Estimated  MPG”  figure.  (This  term  is 
used  to  reemphasize  that  the  calculated 
EPA  fuel  economy  value  are  estimates, 
and  that  they  should  not  be  used  as  a 
prediction  or  guarantee  of  the  fuel 
economy  that  a  vehicle  will  actually 
achieve  in  use.) 

Gas  Guzzler  Tax 

Two  legislative  actions  taken  by  the 
95th  Congress  in  late  1978  require  that 
EPA  further  amend  its  regulations 
governing  vehicle  fuel  economy  labeling. 
These  two  laws  are  the  Energy  Tax  Act 
of  1978  and  the  National  Energy 
Conservation  Policy  Act  (NECPA).  Title 
II,  Part  I.  Section  201  of  the  Energy  Tax 
Act  of  1978  (92  Stat.  3174)  establishes  a 
schedule  of  taxes  to  be  levied  on  the 
manufacturer  of  each  automobile  which 
does  not  meet  certain  fuel  economy 
targets,  based  on  the  combined  fuel 
economy  value  as  calculated  by  EPA. 
This  is  called  the  “Gas  Guzzler  Tax" 
and  is  to  be  assessed  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  (in  accordance  with 
regulations  promulgated  by  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury)  at  the 
following  rates  for  1981  and  later  model 
years: 

(1)  In  the  case  of  a  1981  model  year 
automobile: 


“If  the  fuel  economy  of  the  model  type  in  which 
the  automobile  falls  is:  The  tax  is— 

At  least  17... _ _ _ .... _ _ _ ....................  0 

At  least  16  but  less  than  17 .  $200 

At  least  15  but  less  than  16 _ _ _ ............  $350 

At  least  14  but  less  than  15 . .  $450 

At  least  13  but  less  than  14 _  $550 

Less  than  $650 


(2)  In  the  case  of  a  1982  model  year 
automobile: 


“If  the  fuel  economy  of  the  model  type  in  which  , 

the  automobile  falls  is:  The  tax  is— 

At  least  18.5 _  0 

At  least  17.5  but  less  than  18.5 _ _ _  $200 

At  least  16.5  but  less  than  17.5 _ .....  $350 

At  least  15.5  bul  less  than  16.5 .  $450 

At  least  14.5  but  less  than  15.5 .  $600 

At  least  13.5  but  less  than  14.5 .  $750 

At  least  12.5  but  less  than  13.5......................  $950 

Less  than  12.5 _  $1,200 


(3)  In  the  case  of  a  1983  model  year 
automobile: 


“If  the  fuel  economy  of  the  model  type  in  which 
the  automobile  (alls  is:  The  tax  is— 

At  least  19 _  0 

At  least  18  but  less  than  19 .  $350 

At  least  17  but  less  than  18 _  $500 

At  least  16  but  less  than  17 .  $650 

At  least  15  but  less  than  16 .  $800 

At  least  14  but  less  than  IS _  $1,000 

At  least  13  tail  less  tun  14  __.... .  $1,250 

Less  than  13- .  . .  $1,550 
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(4)  In  the  case  of  a  1984  model  year 
automobile: 


"II  the  fuel  economy  of  the  model  type  in  which 
the  automobile  falls  is:  The  tax  is— 

At  least  19  $ . . . .  0 

At  least  18.5  but  less  than  19.5 . .....  $450 

At  least  17.5  but  less  than  18.5 _ _  $600 

At  least  16.5  but  less  than  17.5 . — .  $750 

At  least  15  5  but  (ess  than  16.5 _  $950 

At  least  14.5  but  less  than  15.5 . —  $1,150 

At  least  1 3.5  but  less  than  1 4.5 . .  $1 .450 

At  least  12.5  but  less  than  13.5.... _ ......  $1,750 

Less  than  12.55 .  $2,150 

(5)  In  the  case  of  a  1985  model  year 
automobile: 

"If  the  fuel  economy  of  the  model  type  in  which 
the  automobile  falls  is:  ,  The  tax  <s — 

At  least  21 _  0 

At  least  20  but  less  than  21 _  $500 

At  least  10  but  less  than  20 . .  $600 

At  least  18  but  less  than  19 .... _ $800 

At  least  1 7  but  less  than  18 . . .  $1 .000 

At  least  16  but  less  than  17 ............................  $1,200 

At  least  15  but  less  than  16 . ...............  $1,500 

At  least  14  but  less  than  IS . .  $1,800 

At  least  13  but  less  than  14 .... _ .......  $2,200 

Less  than  13 . $2,600 

(6)  In  the  case  of  a  1986  model  year 
automobile: 

"If  the  fuel  economy  of  the  model  type  m  which 
the  automobile  falls  is:  The  tax  is— 

At  least  22.5 . 0 

At  least  21.5  but  less  than  22  5 .  $500 

At  leas'.  20.5  but  less  than  21.5 .  $650 

At  least  19.5  but  less  than  20.5. ........ ............  $850 

At  least  18  5  but  less  than  19  5 .  $1,050 

At  least  17.5  but  less  than  18.5 .  $1,300 

At  least  16.5  but  less  than  17.5 _ ...  $1,500 

At  least  15.5  but  less  than  16.5 .  $1,850 

A*  least  14  5  but  less  than  15.5 .  $2,250 

At  least  13.5  but  less  than  14.5 _ .........  $2,700 

At  least  12.5  but  less  than  13  5 _ _ _ _  $3,200 

Less  than  12.5 . $3,850” 


There  are  several  types  or  classes  of 
vehicles  to  which  the  tax  does  not 
apply.  These  include  vehicles  defined  as 
non-passenger  automobiles  (light-duty 
trucks)  for  purposes  of  section  501  of  the 
MVICSA  (15  U.S.C.  2001)  by  regulations 
that  were  effective  on  the  date  of 
passage  of  the  Energy  Tax  Act  of  1978, 
ambulances  or  combination  ambulance/ 
hearses,  vehicles  sold  to  and  used  by 
Federal,  State,  or  local  government  for 
policy  or  other  law  enforcement 
purposes,  and  vehicles  used  for  any 
other  emergency  purposes  as  defined  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Title  IV,  Part  I  section  403  of  the 
NEPCA  amends  section  506  of  the 
MVICSA  to  require  that  any  vehicle 
which  is  subject  to  a  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
assessed  under  the  Energy  Tax  Act  of 
1978  must  bear  a  statement  of  that  tax 
on  the  vehicle's  fuel  economy  label.  EPA 
is  today  proposing  a  regulation  which 
will  require  that  vehicle  fuel  economy 
labels  contain  a  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
statement  for  1981  and  later  model 
years. 

There  are  several  problems  inherent 
in  putting  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  labeling 
requirements  in  effect.  These  include,  (1) 
the  wording  of  the  tax  statement;  (2)  the 
possibility  for  confusion  introduced  by 
the  new  labeling  requirement;  (3) 
changes  in  a  particular  vehicle  model’s 
liability  during  the  model  year;  (4)  the 


degree  of  precision  to  which  model  type 
fuel  economy  values  are  determined;  (5) 
"specific  labeling  ’’  of  1981  and  later 
model  year  vehicles;  and  (6)  relabeling 
of  vehicles  that  have  been  issued  a 
specific  label. 

(1)  Wording  of  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
Statement.  Space  for  the  tax  statement 
is  limited  on  the  vehicle  label;  EPA 
estimates  that  the  total  of  3  lines 
(approximately  30  words)  are  available 
for  use.  and  it  should,  therefore,  be 
possible  to  accommodate  a  simple 
statement,  such  as  “GAS  GUZZLER 
TAX:  $XXX”  with  no  difficulty. 

However,  there  is  information  in 
addition  to  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
assessment  that  should  be  conveyed  to 
the  consumer.  This  information  includes: 
(1)  If  a  driver  does  better  than  the 
calculated  fuel  economy  value  there  will 
be  no  tax  rebate;  (2)  If  a  driver’s  in-use 
fuel  economy  is  lower  than  the 
calculated  value  there  will  be  no 
additional  tax  assessed;  (3)  The  tax  is 
based  on  the  results  of  standardized 
EPA  fuel  economy  tests  not  on  actual 
on-the-road  driving  experience. 

EPA  is  willing  to  consider  suggestions 
concerning  alternatives  to  a  long 
statement  on  the  label  for 
communicating  the  necessary 
explanatory  information  to  new  car 
buyers.  One  possibility  might  be  to  add 
a  section  to  the  EPA/DOE  Gas  Mileage 
Guide.  However,  this  approach  would 
not  assure  that  new  car  buyers  would 
necessarily  have  the  explanatory 
material  provided  to  them.  That  is, 
although  copies  of  the  Gas  Mileage 
Guide  are  required  to  be  stocked  in  new 
car  dealers  showroom?,  a  shopper  might 
not  have  picked  up  a  copy  of  the 
booklet,  or  might  not  have  retained  it 
when  questions  concerning  the  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  arose.  However,  by  adding 
reference  on  the  label  to  an  explanation 
in  the  Gas  Mileage  Guide,  more 
shoppers  might  pick  up  the  booklet  and 
use  it.  For  1981  and  later  model  years, 
EPA  is  proposing  to  refer  shoppers  to 
the  Gas  Mileage  Guide  in  the  tax 
statement. 

(2)  Confusion  Introduced  by  the  Gas  > 
Guzzler  Tax  Labeling  Requirement. 
Vehicle  fuel  economy  labels  now  bear 
only  the  urban  (called  "Estimated 
MPG”)  value,  and  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 

is  assessed  on  the  basis  of  the  combined 
(urban/highway)  model  type  fuel 
economy  values.  The  Estimated  MPG 
value  on  the  label  should  never  exceed 
the  combined  value  upon  which  the  tax 
is  based.  Two  types  of  situations  could 
occur  based  on  the  different  numbers 
used  for  labeling  and  tax  purposes. 
Although  it  is  not  likely  that  the  majority 
of  car  buyers  will  be  aware  of  the 


details  of  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  schedule, 
i.e„  the  specific  mileage  figures  at  which 
different  levels  of  tax  are  assessed,  the 
quantity  of  new  cars  sold  each  year, 
approximately  10  million,  makes  it 
reasonable  to  assume  that  there  will  be 
a  number  of  individuals  who  will  be 
cognizant  of  the  tax  levels.  If  those 
persons  see  a  car  against  which  no  tax 
is  assessed  but  which,  according  to  the 
label  value,  would  appear  to  be  subject 
to  the  tax,  questions  will  arise.  The 
situation  could  also  arise  in  which  one 
vehicle  could  have  the  same  Estimated 
MPG  label  value  as  another  vehicle,  one 
of  which  would  be  subject  to  the  tax  and 
the  other  of  which  would  not,  due  to 
different  highway  fuel  economy  values 
resulting  in  different  combined  values. 
The  same  manufactqrer  might  not  have 
two  such  vehicles,  but  the  new-car 
shopper  could  encounter  this  situation 
while  visiting  dealers  of  different 
manufacturers.  Finally,  there  is  also  that 
group  of  car  buyers  who  purchase  a  car 
against  which  a  tax  is  assessed,  and 
who  find  themselves  exceeding  the  fuel 
economy  value  posted  on  the  label,  not 
knowing  that  different  model  type 
values  are  used  for  labeling  and  tax 
determination.  (Some  would  even 
exceed  the  combined  value  on  which  the 
tax  is  actually  assessed.)  It  would  not  be 
unreasonable  for  such  persons  to  feel 
that  they  had  somehow  been  unfairly 
penalized  by  the  assessment  of  the  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax.  Once  again,  the  Agency  is 
looking  for  a  means  of  communicating 
this  information  to  the  car  shopper  and 
requests  comments  and  suggestions  on 
how  we  might  handle  such 
communications. 

(3)  Changes  in  Vehicle  Tax  Liability: 
Under  existing  EPA  procedures, 
manufacturers  are  permitted  to  make 
changes  to  EPA-certified  vehicles  while 
they  are  still  in  production  during  a 
given  model  year.  Such  modifications 
are  called  "running  changes.”  Some 
running  changes  have  no  effect  on  fuel 
economy.  Other  changes,  however, 
might  be  expected  to  have  a  measurable 
effect  on  the  vehicle’s  measured  fuel 
economy  and  either  increase  or  reduce 
it.  IRS  plans  to  base  the  tax  on  model 
type  values  calculated  early  in  the 
model  year  when  general  label  values 
are  determined.  Some  model  types 
initially  judged  to  be  subject  to  a  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  might,  through  running 
changes,  exceed  the  point  at  which  the 
tax  was  assessed,  thereby  reducing  or 
eliminating  the  tax  that  should  be  levied 
on  models  of  the  changed  configuration. 
Conversely,  running  changes  could 
adversely  affect  the  measured  fuel 
economy  of  a  vehicle  and  cause  a  model 
type  that  was  not  originally  subject  to 
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the  tax  to  fall  within  the  limits  at  which 
a  tax  is  assessed  or  to  increase  the  tax 
already  levied.  In  either  case  the  labels 
affixed  to  the  vehicles  would  not  reflect 
the  change  in  status:  the  labels  of  the 
former  vehicles  might  incorrectly  state 
the  amount  of  tax  assessed  against  the 
vehicle,  and  the  labels  of  the  latter  might 
incorrectly  state  that  no  tax  at  all  was 
assesed,  even  though  both  statements 
would  have  been  correct  for  vehicles 
manufactured  until  the  time  that  the 
running  changes  went  into  production. 

In  terms  of  conveying  inaccurate 
information  to  the  public,  EPA  believes 
that  this  is  a  potential  problem  that  must 
simply  be  accepted.  It  would  not  be 
practicable  for  the  Agency  to  require 
manufacturers  to  relabel  their  vehicles 
after  initial  approval  of  the  general  label 
if  the  fuel  economy  of  the  vehicle 
changes  sufficiently  to  cause  the  tax 
statement  to  change.  However,  EPA 
believes  that  the  number  of  vehicles  (if 
any]  in  which  running  changes  will  have 
any  effect  on  the  assessed  Gas  Guzzler 
Tax  will  be  very  small.  The  Agency  will 
welcome  comments  on  this  matter, 
particularly  those  which  offer 
suggestions  on  the  alternative  means  of 
treating  the  issue. 

(4)  Degree  of  Precision  to  Which 
Model  Type  Values  are  Determined. 

The  Agency  is  proposing  to  calculate  the 
fuel  economy  values  upon  which  the 
Gas  Guzzler  Tax  will  be  assessed  to  the 
nearest  0.1  mile  per  gallon.  The  Agency 
believes  that  this  degree  of  specificity  is 
the  implicit  intent  of  the  Energy  Tax  Act 
of  1978,  which  expresses  the  tax 
schedules  in  terms  of,  for  example,  the 
fuel  economy  of  a  model  type  of  “at 
least  14  but  less  than  15”  miles  per 
gallon.  If  the  model  types  falling  within 
the  specified  boundaries  are  to  be  most 
accurately  identified,  calculation  of  the 
values  to  0.1  mpg  is  preferable  to  a 
lesser  degree  of  accuracy. 

In  accordance  with  existing  EPA 
regulations,  a  manufacturer  may  submit 
as  much  data  in  support  of  his  general 
label  fuel  economy  calculation  as  he 
wishes  to  assure  the  largest  possible 
data  base  from  which  the  model  type 
tax  liability  will  be  determined.  Such 
data  could  help  to  offset  any  potential 
inaccuracy  inherent  in  a  model  type 
value  calculated  to  0.1  mpg  that  was 
based  on  only  one  data  point. 

However,  the  Agency  specifically 
requests  comments  on  the  use  of 
alternative  degrees  of  precision  in 
determining  tax  liability.  In  particular 
EPA  would  like  comments  to  address 
the  manner  and  justifications  for 
specifying  a  different  degree  of 
accuracy,  e.g.,  to  the  nearest  whole  mile 
per  gallon.  We  would  like  such 
comments  because  of  concerns  about 


potential  problems  that  rounding  to  the 
nearest  0.1  mpg  might  cause.  For 
example,  the  label  Estimated  MPG  is 
rounded  to  the  nearest  whole  mile  per 
gallon,  and  to  have  a  tax  assessment 
based  on  one  level  of  precision  and  a 
mileage  figure  based  on  a  different 
precision  on  the  same  label  could  cause 
confusion.  Comments  on  this  subject 
should  address  the  difference,  if  any,  in 
the  testing  burden  imposed  by 
calculating  the  model  type  value  to  the 
nearest  0.1  or  1  mpg,  the  degree  of 
confidence  in  tax  liabilities  assigned  on 
the  basis  of  rounding  to  the  different 
levels  of  accuracy,  and  the  issue  of 
rounding  to  a  whole  mpg  when  some 
year's  tax  schedules  are  based  on 
fractional  mileage  figures,  e.g.,  “at  least 
17.5  but  less  than  18.5.” 

(5)  Specific  Labeling  of  1981  and  Later 
Model  Year  Vehicles.  EPA  will  not  issue 
specific  labels  for  1981  and  later  model 
year  automobiles  for  which  the 
combined  fuel  economy  value  computed 
at  the  time  a  specific  label  is  requested 
is  not  at  least  1  mpg  greater  than  the  fuel 
economy  for  which  the  corresponding 
tax  rate  is  0.  This  action  should  help 
assure  that  vehicles  in  a  model  type 
which  are  liable  for  a  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
assessment  are  identified  and  labeled. 
Specific  labels  are  issued  without  the 
full  body  of  data  used  for  computation 
of  a  model  type  fuel  economy  value  and 
thus  the  combined  fuel  economy  value 
computed  at  the  time  a  specific  label  is 
requested  for  a  vehicle  configuration 
might  be  above  the  level  of  taxable 
performance.  However,  when  testing  of 
the  other  base  levels  of  that  model  type 
is  completed  and  the  model  type 
combined  value  is  calculated,  the  final 
fuel  economy  value  might  be  below  the 
initial  level  of  taxable  performance,  thus 
making  the  vehicle  subject  to  the  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  labeling  requirements. 

(6)  Relabeling  of  Vehicles  That  Have 
Been  Issued  a  Specific  Label.  EPA  is 
also  proposing  to  require  that  any 
vehicles  not  delivered  to  an  ultimate 
purchaser,  for  which  the  use  of  specific 
labels  had  been  approved,  but  which,  at 
the  time  of  general  label  calculation  are 
found  to  have  a  combined  model  type 
fuel  economy  value  such  that  a  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  should  be  assessed,  must 
be  relabeled  with  a  general  fuel 
economy  label  bearing  the  appropriate 
Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement. 

Under  Executive  Order  12044.  EPA  is 
required  to  judge  whether  a  regulation  is 
"significant.”  and  therefore  subject  to 
the  procedural  requirements  of  the 
Order,  or  whether  it  may  follow  other 
development  procedures.  EPA  labels 
these  other  regulations  “specialized.”  1 
have  reviewed  this  regulation  and 


determined  that  it  is  a  specialized 
regulation  not  subject  to  the  procedural 
requirements  of  Executive  Order  12044. 

Dated:  September  27. 1979. 

Douglas  M.  Costle, 

Administrator. 

1.  It  is  proposed  that  a  new  §  600.306- 
81  be  added  to  40  CFR  Part  600  reading 
as  follows: 

§  600.306-81  Labeling  requirements. 

(a)  Prior  to  being  offered  for  sale,  each 
manufacturer  shall  affix  or  cause  to  be 
affixed  and  each  dealer  shall  maintain 
or  cause  to  be  maintained  on  each 
automobile: 

(1)  A  general  fuel  economy  label  as 
described  in  §  600.308.  or; 

(2)  A  specific  label;  as  described  in 
§  600.309.  for  those  low  altitude 
automobiles  manufactured  or  imported 
before  the  date  that  occurs  15  days  after 
general  labels  are  approved  for  the 
manufacturer. 

(i)  If  the  manufacturer  elects  to  use  a 
specific  label  within  a  model  type  (as 
defined  in  §  600.002(a)(19j).  he  shall  also 
have  approved  specific  labels  affixed  on 
all  automobiles  within  this  model  type, 
except  on  those  automobiles 
manufactured  or  imported  before  the 
date  that  labels  are  required  to  bear 
range  values  as  required  by  paragraph 
(b)  of  this  section,  or  determined  by  the 
Administrator,  or  as  permitted  under 
§  600.310. 

If  a  manufacturer  elects  to  change 
from  general  to  specific  labels  or  vice 
versa  within  a  model  type,  the 
manufacturer  shall,  within  five  calendar 
days,  initiate  or  discontinue  as 
applicable,  the  use  of  specific  labels  on 
all  vehicles  within  a  model  type  at  all 
facilities  where  labels  are  affixed. 

(3)  No  specific  labels  may  be  used  for 
vehicles  which,  at  the  time  that  the 
specific  label  is  requested,  have  specific 
label  combined  fuel  economy  values 
less  than  1  mpg  in  excess  of  the 
combined  model  type  fuel  economy 
value,  for  the  model  year  for  which  the 
specific  label  is  requested,  that  has  been 
assigned  a  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  of  0. 

(4)  For  any  vehicles  bearing  a  specific 
label,  which  are  included  in  a  passenger 
automobile  model  type  that  is  found  to 
be  0.1  mpg  or  more  below  the  fuel 
economy  value  at  which  a  Gas  Guzzler 
Tax  of  0  is  to  be  assessed,  at  the  time  a 
general  fuel  economy  value  is 
determined  for  that  model  type,  a 
manufacturer  shall  relabel  or  cause  to 
be  relabeled,  with  general  fuel  economy 
labels,  all  vehicles  which  have  not  been 
delivered  to  the  ultimate  purchaser. 

(b)  The  manufacturer  shall  include  the 
current  range  of  fuel  economy  of 
comparable  automobiles  (as  described 
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in  §  600.314)  in  the  label  of  each  vehicle 
manufactured  more  than  fifteen 
calendar  days  after  the  current  range  is 
made  available  by  the  Administrator. 

(1)  Automobiles  manufactured  before 
a  date  sixteen  calendar  days  after  the 
initial  label  range  is  made  available 
under  §  600.314(d)(1)  may  be  labeled 
without  a  range  of  fuel  economy  of 
comparable  automobiles.  In  place  of  the 
range  of  fuel  economy  of  comparable 
automobiles,  the  label  must  contain  a 
statement  indicating  that,  as  of  the  date 
of  production  or  importation  of  this 
automobile,  no  range  of  fuel  economy  of 
comparable  automobiles  was  available. 

(2)  Automobiles  manufactured  more 
than  fifteen  calendar  days  after  the 
initial  or  updated  label  range  is  made 
available  under  §  600.314(d)(1)  or  (2) 
will  be  labeled  with  the  current  range  of 
fuel  economy  of  comparable 
automobiles  as  approved  for  that 
general  or  specific  label. 

(c)  The  fuel  economy  label  must  be 
readily  visible  from  the  exterior  of  the 
automobile  and  remain  affixed  until  the 
time  the  automobile  is  delivered  to  the 
actual  custody  and  possession  of  the 
ultimate  consumer. 

(1)  The  fuel  economy  label  must  be 
located  on  the  windshield,  or  on  a  side 
window.  If  the  window  is  not  large 
enough  to  contain  both  the  Automobile 
Information  Disclosure  Act  label  and  the 
fuel  economy  label,  the  maunfacturer 
shall  have  the  fuel  economy  label 
affixed  on  another  window  and  as  close 
as  possible  to  the  Automobile 
Information  Disclosure  Act  label. 

(2)  The  fuel  economy  label 
information  may  be  included  with  the 
Automobile  Information  Disclosure  Act 
label  if  the  prominence  and  legibility  of 
the  fuel  economy  label  is  maintained. 

For  this  purpose,  all  fuel  economy  label 
information  must  be  placed  on  a 
separate  section  of  the  label  and  may 
not  be  intermixed  with  the  Automobile 
Information  Disclosure  Act  label 
information. 

(3)  The  manufacturer  shall  have  the 
fuel  economy  label  affixed  in  a  manner 
so  that  appearance  and  legibility  are 
maintained  until  after  the  vehicle  is 
delivered  to  the  ultimate  consumer. 

2.  It  is  proposed  that  a  new  §  600.307- 
81  be  added  to  40  CFR  Part  600  reading 
as  follows: 

§  600.307-81  Format  and  contents  of 
labels. 

(a)  Fuel  economy  labels  must  be 
rectangular  in  shape,  contain  the  EPA 
and  DOE  logos  and  the  title  "Fuel 
Economy  Rating,”  be  printed  in  a  color 
which  contrasts  with  the  paper  color 
and  in  a  type  size  that  is  easily  readable 


and  be  large  enough  to  allow  inclusion 
of  all  required  information. 

(b)  Fuel  economy  labels  must  contain 
the  following  information  in  the 
applicable  format  illustrated  in 
Appendix  VI  or  such  other  format  as 
may  be  approved  by  the  Administrator: 

(1)  The  word  "Model"  or  "Vehicle,"  as 
appropriate,  for  general  and  specific  fuel 
economy  labels,  respectively,  followed 
by  the  description  of  the  labeled  vehicle 
as  described  in  the  manner  and  degree 
of  detail  specified  in  §  600.308(a)  or 

§  600.309(a).  as  applicable. 

(2)  The  phrase  “ESTIMATED  MPG: 

For  Comparisons"  followed  by  the  fuel 
economy  estimate  specified  in 

§  600.308(b)  for  general  labels  or 
§  600.309(b)  for  specific  labels,  as 
applicable,  and  a  paragraph, 
circumscribed  by  a  rectangular  box, 
reading  as  follows:  "THE  ESTIMATED 
mileage  for  this  model  (‘design’  for 

specific  labels), - ,  is  to  be  used  to 

COMPARE  cars  (trucks  or  vehicles)  of 
this  model  (design)  with  other  cars 
(trucks  or  vehicles).  Your  own  mileage 
may  be  poorer  depending  upon  options, 
driving  conditions,  your  driving  habits 
and  your  car’s  (trucks’s  or  vehicle’s) 
operating  condition." 

(3)  The  phrase  "OTHER"  (vehicle 
class  as  determined  by  the 
Administrator  pursuant  to  §  600.315) 
MODELS  (  SPECIAL  VEHICLES’  for 
special  purpose  vehicles):"  followed  by 
a  paragraph  circumscribed  by  a 
rectangular  box  reading  as  follows:  “The 
ESTIMATED  MPG  numbers  for  other 
similar  sized  cars  (trucks  or  vehicles) 
range  from  to  mpg  (as  of 
(date)).  By  comparison,  the  ESTIMATED 
MPG  of  this  model  (design)  is 

Use  these  numbers  to  compare  different 
models.  Consult  the  Gas  Mileage  Guide 
for  further  information.” 

(i)  The  fuel  economy  range  required 
by  this  paragraph  is  calculated  and 
suppled  to  the  manufacturer  by  the 
Administrator  in  accordance  with 

I  600.311. 

(ii)  If  no  fuel  economy  range  for  other 
models  has  been  supplied  by  the 
manufacturer  by  the  Administrator  at 
the  time  a  vehicle  is  to  be  labeled  or 
within  the  time  constraints  permitted  by 
|  600.306(b),  the  statement  required  by 
paragraph  (b)(3)  of  this  section  shall  be 
replaced  by  the  statement:  “A  range  of 
MPG  numbers  for  other  car  (truck  or 
vehicle)  models  of  similar  size  was  not 
available  when  this  car  (truck  or 
vehicle)  was  labeled." 

(4)  The  phrase  “annual  fuel  cost:" 
followed  by  the  annual  fuel  cost  and  the 
phrase  "based  on  mpg, 

miles  per  year,  cents  (dollars)/ 

gallon.” 


(i)  The  annual  fuel  cost,  average  miles 
driven  per  year,  and  cost  of  fuel  will  be 
calculated  and  supplied  by  the 
Administrator  in  accordance  with 

§  600.308(c)  for  general  labels  or 
§  600.309(c),  for  specific  labels,  as 
applicable. 

(ii)  The  mpg  used  in  determining 
annual  fuel  cost  is  that  given  in 
paragraph  (b)(2)  of  this  section. 

(5)  The  paragraph  "Ask  the  dealer  for 
the  FREE  1981  GAS  MILEAGE  GUIDE  to 
compare  the  Estimated  MPG  of  other 
cars  (trucks  or  vehicles).  It  will  tell  you 
how  to  use  these  numbers.” 

(6)  For  general  labels  for  passenger 
automobile  model  types  requiring  a  tax 
statement  under  §  600.513,  the  phrase 
“A  Gas  Guzzler  Tax:  of  $  has  been 
imposed  on  this  vehicle.  The  tax  is 
administered  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service.  See  the  Gas  Mileage  Guide  for 
details.” 

(1)  The  tax  value  required  by  this 
paragraph  shall  be  that  indicated  in 
|  600.513  and  shall  be  based  on  the 
combined  fuel  economy  value  for  the 
model  type  calculated  in  accordance 
with  §  600.207  and  rounded  to  the 
nearest  0.1  mpg. 

(c)  The  fuel  economy  estimate 
required  by  paragraph  (b)(2)  of  this 
section  shall  be  highlighted  by  being  in 
type  no  less  than  four  times  the  size  of 
the  next  largest  print  on  the  label 
(excluding  the  title  and  logos)  or  by  such 
other  means  as  may  be  approved  by  the 
Administrator. 

3.  It  is  proposed  that  a  new  §  600.513- 
81  be  added  to  40  CFR  600  reading  as 
follows: 

§600.513-81  Gas  Guzzler  Tax. 

(a) (1)  The  provisions  of  this  section  do 
not  apply  to  passenger  automobiles 
exempted  from  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
assessments  by  the  Energy  Tax  Act  of 
1978  and  regulations  promulgated 
thereunder  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service.  However,  the  manufacturer  of 
an  exempted  passenger  automobile  may, 
in  his  discretion,  label  such  vehicles  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
section. 

(2)  Vehicles  produced  by  a 
manufacturer  that  has  been  granted  an 
alternate  tax  rate  schedule  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be 
labeled  with  the  applicable  tax 
determined  under  any  such  alternate  tax 
schedule. 

(b)  This  paragraph  applies  to  1981 
model  year  vehicles.  (1)  Passenger 
automobiles  with  a  combined  general 
label  model  type  fuel  economy  value  of 
less  than  17.0  mpg,  calculated  in 
accordance  with  §  600.207  and  rounded 
to  the  nearest  0.1  mpg.  shall  carry  a  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  statement  pursuant  to 
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Section  403  of  the  National  Energy 
Conservation  Policy  Act. 

(2)  For  passenger  automobiles  with  a 
combined  general  label  model  type  fuel 
economy  value  of: 

(1)  At  least  17.0  mpg.  no  Gas  Guzzler 
Tax  statement  is  required. 

(ii)  At  least  16.0  mpg,  but  less  than 
17.0  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $200. 

(iii)  At  least  15.0  mpg.  but  less  than 
16.0  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $350. 

(iv)  At  least  14.0  mpg.  but  less  than 
15.0  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $450. 

(v)  At  least  13.0  mpg.  but  less  than 
14.0  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $550. 

(vi)  Less  than  13.0  mpg.  the  Gax 
Guzzler  Tax  statement  shall  show  a  tax 
of  $650. 

This  paragraph  applies  to  1982  model 
year  vehicles.  (1)  Passenger  automobiles 
with  a  combined  general  label  model 
type  fuel  economy  value  of  less  than 

18.5  mpg,  calculated  in  accordance  with 
§  600.207  and  rounded  to  the  nearest  0.1 
mpg.  shall  carry  a  Gas  Guzzler  Tax 
statement  pursuant  to  Section  403  of  the 
National  Energy  Conservation  Policy 
Act. 

(2)  For  passenger  automobiles  with  a 
combined  general  label  model  type  fuel 
economy  value  of: 

(i)  At  least  18.5  mpg,  no  Gas  Guzzler 
Tax  statement  is  required. 

(ii)  At  least  17.5  mpg  but  less  than  18.5 
mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $200. 

(iii)  At  least  16.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

17.5  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $350. 

(iv)  At  least  15.5  mpg.  but  less  than 

16.5  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $450. 

(v)  At  least  14.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

15.5  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $600. 

(vi)  At  least  13.5  mpg.  but  less  than 

14.5  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $750. 

(vii)  At  least  12.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

12  a  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $950. 

(viii)  Less  than  12.5  mpg.  the  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  statement  shall  show  a  tax 
of  $1,200. 

(c)  This  paragraph  applies  to  1983 
mode!  year  vehicles.  (1)  Passenger 
automobiles  with  a  combined  general 
iabei  model  type  fuel  economy  value  of 
less  than  19.0  mpg,  calculated  in 
accordance  with  §  600.207  and  rounded 
to  the  nearest  0.1  mpg,  shall  carry  a  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  statement  pursuant  to 
Section  403  of  the  National  Energy 
Conservation  Policy  Act. 


(2)  For  passenger  automobiles  with  a 
combined  general  label  model  type  fuel 
economy  value  of: 

(1)  At  least  19.0  mpg,  no  Gas  Guzzler 
Tax  statement  is  required. 

(ii)  At  least  18.0  mpg.  but  less  than 
19.0  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $350. 

(iii)  At  least  17.0  mpg,  but  less  than 
18.0  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $500. 

(iv)  At  least  16.0  mpg,  but  less  than 
17.0  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $650. 

(v)  At  least  15.0  mpg,  but  less  than 
16.0  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $800. 

(vi)  At  least  14.0  mpg,  but  less  than 
15.0  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,000. 

(vii)  At  least  13.0  mpg,  but  less  than 
14.0  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,250. 

(viii)  Less  than  13.0  mpg,  the  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  statement  shall  show  a  tax 
of  $1,550. 

(d)  This  paragraph  applies  to  1984 
model  year  vehicles.  (1)  Passenger 
automobiles  with  a  combined  general 
label  model  type  fuel  economy  value  of 
less  than  19.5  mpg,  calculated  in 
accordance  with  §  600.207  and  rounded 
to  the  nearest  0.1  mpg,  shall  carry  a  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  statement  pursuant  to 
Section  403  of  the  National  Energy 
Conservation  Policy  Act. 

(2)  For  passenger  automobiles  with  a 
combined  general  label  model  type  fuel 
economy  value  of: 

(i)  At  least  19.5  mpg.  no  Gas  Guzzler 
Tax  statement  is  required. 

(ii)  At  least  18.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

19.5  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $450. 

(iii)  At  least  17.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

18.5  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $600. 

(iv)  At  least  16.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

17.5  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $750. 

(v)  At  least  15.5  mpg.  but  less  than 

16.5  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $950. 

(vi)  At  least  14.5  mpg.  but  less  than 

15.5  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,150. 

(vii)  At  least  13.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

14.5  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,450. 

(viii)  At  least  12.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

13.5  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,750. 

(ix)  Less  than  12.5  mpg.  the  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  statement  shall  show  a  tax 
of  $2,150. 

(e)  This  paragraph  applies  to  1985 
model  year  vehicles.  (1)  Passenger 
automobiles  with  a  combined  general 
label  model  type  fuel  economy  value  of 


less  than  21.0,  calculated  in  accordance 
with  §  600.207  and  rounded  to  the 
nearest  0.1  mpg.  shall  carry  a  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  statement  pursuant  tp 
Section  403  of  the  National  Energy 
Conservation  Policy  Act. 

(2)  For  passenger  automobiles  with  a 
combined  general  label  model  type  fuel 
economy  value  of: 

(1)  At  least  21.0  mpg.  no  Gas  Cuzzler 
Tax  statement  is  required- 

(ii)  At  least  20.0  but  less  than  21.0 
mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $500. 

(iii)  At  least  19.0  mpg.  but  less  than 
20.0  mpg,  the  Gas  Giuzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $600. 

(iv)  At  least  18.0  mpg.  but  less  than 
19.0  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $800. 

(v)  At  least  17.0  mpg,  but  less  than 
18.0  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,000. 

(vi)  At  least  16.0  mpg,  but  less  than 
17.0  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,200. 

(vii)  At  least  15.0  mpg,  but  less  than 
16.0  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,500. 

(viii)  At  least  14.0  mpg.  but  less  than 
15.0  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,800. 

(ix)  At  least  13.0  mpg,  but  less  than 
14.0  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $2,200. 

(x)  Less  than  13.0  mpg,  the  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  statement  shall  show  a  tax 
of  $2,650. 

(f)  This  paragraph  applies  to  1986 
model  year  vehicles.  (1)  Passenger 
automobiles  with  a  combined  general 
label  model  type  fuel  economy  value  of 
less  than  22.5  mpg.  calculated  in 
accordance  with  §  600.207  and  rounded 
to  the  nearest  0.1  mpg.  are  subject  to  a 
Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement  pursuant  to 
Section  403  of  the  National  Energy 
Conservation  Policy  AcL 

(2)  For  passenger  automobiles  with  a 
combined  general  label  model  type  fuel 
economy  value  of: 

(i)  At  least  22.5  mpg,  no  Gas  Guzzler 
Tax  statement  is  required. 

(ii)  At  least  21.0  mpg.  but  less  than 

22.5  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $500. 

(iii)  At  least  20.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

21.5  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $650. 

(iv)  At  least  19.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

20.5  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $850. 

(v)  At  least  18.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

19.5  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,050. 

(vi)  At  least  17.5  mpg.  but  less  than 

18.5  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,300. 
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(vii)  At  least  16.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

17.5  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,500. 

(viii)  At  least  15.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

16.5  mpg.  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $1,850. 

(ix)  At  least  14.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

15.5  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $2,250. 

(x)  At  least  13.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

14.5  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $2,700. 

(xi)  At  least  12.5  mpg,  but  less  than 

13.5  mpg,  the  Gas  Guzzler  Tax  statement 
shall  show  a  tax  of  $3,200. 

(xii)  Less  than  12.5  mpg,  the  Gas 
Guzzler  Tax  statement  shall  show  a  tax 
of  $3,850. 

(Title  V  of  the  Motor  Vehicle  Information  and 
Cost  Savings  Act,  15  U.S.C.  2001  et.  seq..  as 
amended  by  Section  403  of  the  National 
Energy  Conservation  Policy  Act,  Pub.  L.  95- 
619.  92  Stat.  3256). 
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